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Taking a Fix on
the ''Real'' World:
AHEC Preceptor Program Takes Students
Beyond the Four Walls of Medical School

The Dklining
Applicant Pool
J. Robert Suriano discusses a growing
concem 8ITIOJ19 the nation's 127 medical

schodt.

Bill Sawyer's new job caps a lifetime interest
in Internationalism.
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An Eye for
the Challenge
1982 gradµate David Felder, M.D., returned
to Wright State for one of the country's most
rigorous postresidency programs.
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For the Becord
I
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Get to Know
the HPV Virus
Talk of AIDS and safe sex is leading to
greater public awareness of another health
risk, the human papilloma virus (HPV).

Locating the "real" world is more
than just a phenomenological problem
for philosophers. Students of all kinds
wonder where their studies will lead
them. During the demands of a medical
education, which requires a huge
investment of time, money, and
decisions about one's lifestyle, students
can sometimes lose sight of the goals
they're working toward, and they may
need to remind themselves that a
career in medicine is what they
really want.
One way medical students can get
their bearings, and adjust course if
necessary, is by working side by side
with a preceptor. The word is defined in
the dictionary as a "teacher" or
"counselor." In medical education,
being a preceptor also means being a
role model. By following a physician
through the "real" world of a busy
practice, students can get a sense of
the less tangible aspects of medicine
that cannot be learned within the four
walls of a medical school.
At Wright State University School of
Medicine, students have a variety of
preceptorship opportunities. The
preceptorship can be as brief as a day
spent in a physician's office during the
first-year Introduction to Clinical
Medicine (ICM) course. And it can be
as in-depth as a month-long, fourth
year selective course, when students
have had a lot more clinical experience
and can take more responsibility for
patient care.
One preceptor program that has met
with considerable success over the past
five years is sponsored by the Area
Health Education Center (AHEC) at
Wright State. The program targets
students during the summer between
their first and second years, placing
them in doctors' offices throughout Ohio
for preceptorships lasting four to eight
weeks. This year thirty-two students
and preceptors participated in the
program. (See accompanying articles.)
"The intent of the AHEC program has
been to expose students to medical
practices in rural settings and medically
underserved areas in cities. We've
expanded the scope of the program
somewhat to give students the
opportunity to experience a wide variety
of primary care settings, but most of the
preceptors in this program are family
physicians," explains Mary Agna, M.D.
Dr. Agna supervised the summer
------~

Continued on page 6

School of Medicine
Holds Convocation
The class of 1991 at Wright State
School of Medicine represents a
statistical milestone, according to
J. Robert Suriano, Ph.D., associate
dean for student affairs and admissions.
For the first time in the school's history,
a majority of the class-51 percent
are female.
The ninety-seven members of the
class of 1991 hold baccalaureate
degrees from forty-six institutions
throughout the U.S. They were
welcomed to Wright State during
convocation ceremonies held at the
School of Medicine.
During convocation, the class of 1988
presented the Teaching Excellence
Award to Robert P. Turk, MD. ,
associate clinical professor of surgery
and of postgraduate medicine and
continuing education. It is the second
time he has received the honor.
Robert L. Koerker, Ph.D., associate
professor of pharmacology and
toxicology, was selected for his fourth
Teaching Excellence Award by the
class of 1989. The class of 1990 chose
Jane N. Scott, Ph.D., associate

professor of anatomy, for the Teaching
Excellence Award.
Medical students receiving
departmental awards during
Convocation included Anthony L.
Wheeler, class of 1990, anatomy's
Vesalius Award; Robert N. Tracy, class
of 1988, family practice's Clerkship
Award; James S. Mccaughan, class of
1988, obstetrics and gynecology's
Golden Speculum Award and surgery's
Silver Scalpel Award ; Mary L. Hilfiker,
class of 1988, obstetrics and
gynecology's Janet C. Thompson
Memorial Award; James R. Whittum,
class of 1989, pharmacology and
toxicology's George R. Peterson
" Sandoz" Award ; Marc A. Norris, class
of 1990, physiology and biophysics'
"Phizz" Award; Alice Onady, class of
1988, psychiatry's Ohio Mental Health
Association Award; Karen E. Iacobelli,
class of 1989, psychiatry's Benjamin
Rush Award; and Kenelm F.
McCormick, class of 1988, Dennis W.
Wulfeck, class of 1989, and Anthony L.
------~
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Chin-Woo Imm, MD.

Korean Hospitals
Affinate with SOM
Most of Wright State School of
Medicine's one thousand voluntary
faculty members practice medicine in
Dayton and the surrounding Miami
Valley area. Some are spread
geographically throughout the state of
Ohio. But none is located as far away
as Chin-Woo Imm, M.D., clinical
professor of medicine.
Dr. Imm heads the Hyosuk Heart
Institute at Koryo General Hospital in
Seoul, Republic of Korea. The 450-bed
facility and a general hospital in Masan
are operated by the Koryo General
Hospital Foundation, the most recent
medical institution to establish a formal
affiliation agreement with Wright State
School of Medicine.
Dr. Imm served for twenty years as
the director of the cardiovascular
laboratory at Good Samaritan Hospital
in Dayton. He performed Korea's first
successful angioplasty procedure during
a professional visit in 1984.
Recognizing the need for updated and
more extensive treatment of heart
disease in his native country, Dr. Imm
decided to return to Korea in 1985
to practice cardiology at Koryo
General Hospital.
Dr. lmm's efforts led to a "sister
hospital" agreement between Koryo
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and Good Samaritan Hospital and
Health Center, through which the
institutions shared expertise, personnel,
and medical equipment. The success of
this relationship led to the affiliation
between Koryo and Wright State School
of Medicine.
The purpose of the affiliation is to
promote medical education and
research in Korea, according to William
D. Sawyer, M.D., former dean of the
School of Medicine. He traveled to
Seoul in May to sign the agreement.
"The affiliation agreement does not
spell out specific programs, but the
groundwork is now in place for the
faculty and staff of either institution to
share activities, and for our students
and residents to gain clinical
experiences in Korea, " Dr. Sawyer
explains. " Dr. Imm has retained his
clinical faculty appointment at the
School of Medicine, and he will
coordinate future activities of our
students and personnel in Korea."
Koryo General Hospital is the School
of Medicine's first international affiliate.
The school is currently affiliated with
twenty-eight other hospitals and health
care institutions in the Dayton area. (1

Maurizio Marchetti, M.D. (center), medical affairs director for the Italian
pharmaceutical company Biomedica Foscama, visited Wright State 's Department of
Emergency Medicine recently to follow up on research funded by a grant from the
company. He toured the department's newly renovated laboratory at the Cox
Institute with James Olson, Ph.D. (right), associate professor of emergency
medicine and director of the department's research laboratory, and Glenn C.
Hamilton, M.D., professor and chair of emergency medicine. Biomedica Foscama
awarded the department a $45,000 grant last spring for a project titled "Esafosafina
in Acute Myocardial Infarction." Timothy Janz, M.D., assistant professor of
emergency medicine, is the project's principal investigator, and Dr. Olson is a
consultant. According to Dr. Hamilton, future research projects were also discussed
during Dr. Marchetti's visit.
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Fellowship in Health
Care Financing
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The tables have turned for Marshall
Kapp, J.D., M.P.H., during the past four
months. Instead of teaching Wright
State medical students about the
intricacies of health care finance, he's
been studying the subject at The Johns
Hopkins University Center for Hospital
Finance and Management in Baltimore,
Maryland.
"The seminars have given me a little
more empathy for students who sit and
listen to presentations all day long,"
Dr. Kapp says. "We've heard speakers
who are doing 'cutting edge' research in
the area of health care finance ; the
experience makes me feel good about
the kinds of information we teach first
year medical students in the Medicine
in Society course at Wright State."
Dr. Kapp's seminar training in
Baltimore is the first leg of a two-year
faculty fellowship in health care finance
sponsored by the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation. In January he will
begin eight months of on-site learning
and research at a health care financing
organization. Next September, he will
return to Wright State with a $15,000
grant from the foundation to support a
health care finance research project of
his own design.
The Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation, located in Princeton, New
Jersey, is the largest private foundation
in the world that is devoted exclusively
to promoting the study of health care
and health care issues. The foundation
was established in 1936. It awards
more than $60 million in grants annually
through its various programs.
Dr. Kapp is the first attorney to
receive a fellowship in the program ,
which was started in 1984 and is

intended to provide intensive training
in health care finance to educators
who teach the subject to health
care professionals.
"The experience so far has confirmed
my belief that health care finance is the
force that will drive health care delivery
in the future," Dr. Kapp says.
" Everyone-physicians, hospitals,
insurance companies, employers,
and consumers-will have to make
major changes.
" Every financing methodology is a
tool that promotes one or another
policy," he explains. "At present, our
technological capacities to develop
financing systems exceeds our ability to
resolve political and social policy
issues. Do we want cost containment,
or do we want more access to health
care for more people? Do we want
more high technology health care , or do
we want to move patients out of the
hospital sooner? These problems are
going to be a lot tougher to solve than
the technical questions.
" I'm sure the fellowship will enhance
my ability to teach health care finance
to medical students," Dr. Kapp adds. " I
just need about sixty more hours in the
curriculum to do the subject justice." (1

LCME Team Visits
School of Medicine

Search Committees
Begin Work

A four-member team representing the
Liaison Committee on Medical
Education (LCME) visited Wright State
School of Medicine at the end of
October to conduct a survey of
undergraduate medical education for
the purpose of accreditation. The
school was last surveyed by an LCME
site team in 1984 and was given a
continuation of full accreditation.
Preparation for the week-long site
visit began more than a year ago with
the compilation of a database of
descriptive information about the
school. Forty-six members of the
school's faculty, staff, and students, in
addition to university and community
representatives, culled this information
into subcommittee reports which were
consolidated into an " institutional self
study" report submitted to the LCME
prior to the site visit.
The LCME team visited the school's
facilities on the Wright State campus ,
the Dayton Veterans Administration
Medical Center campus, and at the
affiliated hospitals. They prepared a
handwritten report before leaving
Dayton. When the LCME meets next
February, it will consider the team 's
final report and act on their
recommendation.
"They were very thorough in their
evaluation of the school ," notes Interim
Dean John Lindower, "and they were
positive when they debriefed with me
and President Mulhollan." 0

An advisory search committee has
begun the job of assisting the Board of
Trustees in selecting a new dean for
Wright State University School of
Medicine. Chair of the committee is
Glenn C. Hamilton, M.D., professor
and chair of emergency medicine and
associate professor of medicine at
Wright State. The thirty-member
committee includes representatives
from the school's fully affiliated and
voluntary faculties, executive officers
of three of the school's affiliated
institutions, and two medical students,
Derrick D. Jeter (class of 1988) and
Debra A. Lenart (class of 1989).
According to Charles E. Hathaway,
Ph.D., Wright State's vice-president for
academic affairs, the committee hopes
to complete the initial screening of
applicants by the end of this year. Top
candidates will be invited to the
university for interviews next February
or March, and a new dean will be
selected and in place no later than next
July 1.
"We're looking for someone with a
sound philosophy on what will be
needed to educate physicians in the
future, who also has a vision of what
that future is likely to be in terms of
health care delivery," Dr. Hathaway
says. "That person will need to
understand the complexities of a
community-based medical school and
will need prior experience indicating
strong management skills."

Memorial Lecture
Established
A continuing , living tribute to the late
Partab T. Varandani, Ph.D., has been
established by the Department of
Biological Chemistry at Wright State.
The first annual Partab T. Varandani
Memorial Lecture was delivered in
October by Nobel Prize laureate
Rosalyn S. Yalow, Ph.D. The topic of
her lecture was " Radiation in Society."
Dr. Yalow is a senior medical
investigator at the Bronx Veterans
Administration Medical Center in New
York City. She also serves as Solomon
A. Berson Distinguished Professor-at
Large at Mt. Sinai School of Medicine
at the City University of New York.
Dr. Yalow received the Nobel Prize
for Physiology or Medicine in 1977
for her work in developing the
radioimmunoassay technique for
identifying the hormone insulin at the
molecular level.
"It's especially fitting that Dr. Yalow
be chosen to deliver the first
Varandani memorial lecture. Her
radioimmunoassay technique was an
important experimental tool in Peter
Varandani's own research on insulin
and diabetes," says Robert A.
Weisman, Ph.D., professor and chair of
biological chemistry at Wright State.
Dr. Varandani served as Fels
professor and chief of the
endocrinology section in biological
chemistry until his death on August 3. (J

J. Robert Suriano, Ph.D. (standing), with Wright State medical students.

Tracking the Declining Medical
Student Applicant Pool
J. Robert Suriano, Ph.D., has become an authority on a growing concern among
the nation's 127 medical schools-the shrinking pool of applicants seeking
admission to medical school. Earlier this year, the associate dean for student affairs
and admissions at Wright State School of Medicine spent a six-month assignment
conducting research on the subject at the Washington, D.C., offices of the
Association of American Medical Colleges (MMC).
Dr. Suriano's research examined patterns and trends in the applicant pool for a
five-year period from 1981 to 1986. He compared national figures with regional and
!MQIK: v ersus p
~
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applicant nulTlbers In almost all of the variables considered.
"The MMC has divided the country into four regions," Dr. Suriano explains. "The
Northeast region has traditionally had a very large number of applicants, and a
significant number of them apply to schools outside the region. The region tends to
'export' applicants who attend medical school elsewhere, and because it has a large
number of private medical schools, it also tends to 'import' applicants from other
areas. The West, which includes California, has a smaller number of schools yet a
high population. It too tends to export applicants. Both the Northeast and the West
have experienced significant drops in numbers of applicants. The impact of this is
also felt by states in the South and Central regions."
Recently compiled figures for the applicant pool from which the 1987 entering
class was recruited continue the trend, according to Dr. Suriano.
• The national pool included 28, 123 applicants, 3,200 fewer than the previous
year, representing a 10.2 percent decrease.
• In Ohio, 1,234 Ohio residents applied to one or more of the state's seven
medical schools. This number is 134 fewer than in 1986, representing a 9.8 percent
decline. A total of 833 medical student positions were available in the state in 1987.
• At Wright State, the 1987 applicant pool was 761, 110 fewer than in 1986,
representing a 12.6 percent decrease. The first year class enrollment is
ninety students.
What causes underlie the trend? "There's no definite answer to that question,"
Dr. Suriano says. "There's a lot of speculation and strong feelings about what the
contributing factors might be. Medicine is a profession that demands a long, arduous
education and great personal sacrifice. There are other professions, engineering for
example, which seem to be very attractive to young men and women today, and
which may be as demanding, but don't require as long an education.
" It's also become well known that attending medical school is costly," he
continues. " Many students may be discouraged by the cost and the difficulty in
obtaining reasonable financial aid that won't hinder their lifestyles in the future.
Changing practice styles, the malpractice issue, and the question of physician
oversupply in some areas could also be discouraging factors.
"As the applicant pool diminishes, we
all have to be concerned about the
Number of Ohio Residents
credentials of applicants who are accepted
Applying to Medical Schools
to medical school, " Dr. Suriano adds. "The
2000
pool has been blessed with very qualified
individuals, both academically and
1800
personally. As the numbers continue to
1600
drop, though , it may become more and
more difficult for institutions to accept
1400
enough qualified students. The standards
for graduation and success in medical
1200
school cannot be altered; they have to
remain high. Our greatest concern has
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
t967
to be maintaining the quality of our
graduates."
1000~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Albert E. Langley,
Ph.D.

A national search is also underway to
select a new chair for Wright State's
Department of Microbiology and
Immunology. Chairing the advisory
search committee is Albert E. Langley,
Ph.D., professor and chair of
pharmacology and toxicology. The
committee includes six faculty
representatives from Wright State's
basic sciences departments, and
three from the School of Medicine's
clinical departments.
"To increase the recruitment potential
for this position, we're committed to
recruiting another faculty member for
the department in addition to the new
chair, although this position may not be
filled at the same time, " explains John
0. Lindower, M.D., Ph.D., interim dean
of the School of Medicine.
"The School of Medicine is also
working with the university to provide
support for renovation of the
department's facilities, " Dr. Lindower
adds. "That will include moving at least
part of the microbiology and
immunology faculty into the Biological
Sciences Building. Housing the
department on the fourth floor of
Oelman Hall has meant a separation
between it and the school's other basic
science departments. It's in everyone's
best interests to have an environment
where basic scientists can rub
shoulders with one another."

n
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Bill Sawyer Returns to
International Arena
"I come from the Midwest. I come
from a small town few people have
heard of, Roodhouse, Illinois. You could
say I come from a very provincial kind
of background, " William D. Sawyer,
M.D. , says. He was educated in the
Midwest, and a significant part of his
professional career has been firmly
rooted there. But his background has
also fostered a strong interest in
internationalism. His scientific work has
taken him to six of the world's
continents, and his latest career move
will allow him to reimmerse in a region
he truly loves-the Far East. From his
own experience of the wider world , Bill
Sawyer has reached the conclusion that
it is really a smaller place, with subtler
interconnections, than many Americans
may think.
Dr. Sawyer resigned as dean of
Wright State University School of
Medicine, a post he has held since
January 1981, to become president
elect and a director of the China
Medical Board of New York, Inc.
Established in 1914 as part of the
Rockefeller Foundation, the China
Medical Board served initially as the
board of trustees in the United States
for Peking Union Medical College. The
board became independent in 1928.
Today, the private foundation is
involved in supporting medical
education at this and other medical
colleges throughout the Far East. It
controls assets exceeding $100 million,
which places it in the mid-sized range
of private foundations in the U.S.
" I think there is a very strong
place in international affairs for
nongovernmental organizations such as
private foundations," Dr. Sawyer says.
"Foundations don't have the resources
that government does, but they can
often be more consistent in their
programs. Their policies don 't change
every time a new Congress or president
is elected . Foundations can use their
money to work on the margins. They
can take chances that government
cannot, and the ability to be
venturesome gives them an impact far
beyond the amount of dollars they
control. "
Dr. Sawyer's experience in the
private foundation arena dates back to
1967, when he joined the staff of the
Rockefeller Foundation. His field
assignment with the foundation took the
Sawyer family to Bangkok, Thailand , for
six years . His task there was building a
new microbiology department which
would also support a newly created
medical school at Mahidol University.
The department eventually awarded the
first Ph .D. degrees ever granted within
the borders of Thailand to two of
Dr. Sawyer's students. "The first
doctoral candidate's thesis defense was
a national event," Dr. Sawyer recalls .
" It attracted newspaper and television
coverage and VIPs from all over the
region. The student was so nervous the
night before that she couldn't talk, but
on the day of the defense she did a
superb job. It was really a great show.
"One of the things I learned while
working in Thailand was the very strong
reputation the Rockefeller Foundation
had in Asia," he continues. " It was
recognized as being different from the
U.S. Embassy, and it certainly wasn't
connected to the CIA. Its name carried
respect because it represented a kind
of international aid that didn't have a lot
of strings attached. "
4

The State of the School
Interim Dean John 0. Lindower (right in the photograph above) presented
Bill Sawyer with a resolution of appreciation from the school's executive
committee during convocation ceremonies on September 11. In his last
formal act as dean of the School of Medicine, Or. Sawyer summarized "the
State of the School" for entering medical students in the class of 1991.
Highlights from his remarks follow.

Education: "Our foremost challenge is the education of medical students.
The school has just completed an extensive study of the educational
program for medical students. It has involved several hundred of our
~.~ts.andstaf.f lt~~~nook,8"d~of

the educational.program. The~n ana~of ~
study is that the basic educational program for medical students is doing
very well. It is well in advance of some of the ideas that are just now
beginning to be adopted by older medical schools, and is in fine shape. To
be sure, there are some things here and there that could be Improved by
fine tuning. There is already a set of changes going on to increase and
improve the kind of clinical Instruction that goes on In ambulatory settings,
where most of today's medicine is practiced. There is a move to increase
the amount of problem-oriented, or problem-solving experience in the
instructional program. But overall, the educational program Is sound, is in
keeping with all the national recommendations and guidelines, and you can
look forward with confidence to having a good educational experience."

Research: "I subscribe fully, and I believe the School of Medicine does
as well, to the fundamental idea that good scholarship, research, and
creativity are essential, both for their own contributions to knowledge and to
the human condition, and as a necessary companion of effective teaching
and learning at the level of education upon which you are embarking. We
at the school have a broad scope of activities in research and creative
scholarship, both basic and applied. These activities range from medical
history to ethnics, to the basic life processes, to the causes, treatments,
and prevention of disease, to the use of the most sophisticated modern
technologies to answer important and vital questions. We have good
physical facilities and a positive environmental climate for research. Most
importantly, we have the people who are good scholars."
Looking Ahead: "Your school has done well. It is rapidly being
recognized as a leader and a model for new, community-based medical
schools. Even greater achievement lies ahead, but that achievement needs
the participation, enthusiasm, support, and encouragement of everyone
involved with Wright State School of Medicine." 0

Scientific and professional societies
also make an important contribution in
international relations , according to Dr.
Sawyer. "These organizations usually
don't have much money of their own;
they depend on government and private
foundations for funding. But they can
contribute the human resources, the
scientists, physicians, and engineers,
that make international programs work."
During his service as professor and
chair of microbiology at Indiana
University School of Medicine, and later
as dean at Wright State, Dr. Sawyer
remained active in international

scientific affairs through committee work
with the American Society for
Microbiology and the American
Association for the Advancement of
Science (AAAS) . In 1983, he led a
forty-nine member delegation of
American microbiologists on a tour of
China. He represented AAAS at a 1985
meeting of lnterciencia, an international
organization of national councils of
science and technology representing
thirteen nations in the Western
Hemisphere. At that meeting he was
elected to the executive council and to
the office of treasurer of lnterciencia.

Participation in international scientific
activities has convinced Dr. Sawyer that
scientists throughout the world must be
able to communicate with each other
freely. " I take a dim view of recent
efforts to restrict the flow of basic
scientific information for national
security reasons ," he says. " It's a
mistake to think you can bottle up
scientific knowledge. We stand to lose
as much as we might gain by putting
embargoes on the exchange of basic
research findings. "
As an example of what could be lost
by restricting communication among
scientists. Dr. Sawyer cites the
development of the atomic bomb during
World War II. " Knowledge that the
Germans were conducting research that
could lead to an atomic weapon didn't
reach the U.S. through our military
intelligence. It was communicated
through a well-established network of
European scientists to Albert Einstein,
who had the reputation and the ability
to go to President Roosevelt and
explain to him the significance of such
research. That's how our own
Manhattan Project got started
information passed along by scientists
from other countries.
"Of course, we need to protect
national security secrets," Dr. Sawyer
explains. " We want to preserve our
economic assets just as much as the
Japanese, the Germans, or the
Russians do. But we must be careful
that what we protect represents
technical applications or developments,
and not basic knowledge itself.
Knowledge is universal, and no one
country has a priority on it. "
For the U.S. to remain viable in a
changing global economy, according to
Dr. Sawyer, knowledge of other
countries and cultures needs to be an
essential part of American education at
all levels. "The United States no longer
exists in an economic cocoon , nor are
we the economic center around which
all other nations revolve . We have to
learn how to do business in a world in
which we no longer dictate the terms.
This has a tremendous impact on a
university such as Wright State, or
any other that you can name. Our
educational institutions have to become
much more outward looking .
"Students preparing for careers in
business, for example, are likely to
need some international background if
they work for a corporation of any size, "
he continues. "They'll need to have an
understanding not only of geographic
regions, but also the cultural traditions
that shape how other people do
business. What do they mean when
they say 'yes ,' when they say 'no,'
when they say 'maybe'? This kind of
expertise goes beyond knowing a
foreign language-and we've had the
luxury of ignoring foreign languages for
generations. Our graduates will need to
be more worldly than ever before. "
Dr. Sawyer's duties with the China
Medical Board will make him a frequent
traveler to Asia in the coming months.
He admits there is another continent
he'd like to visit, even though there are
no medical schools there. "I've always
wanted to see Antarctica," he says.
" My son has been there to do
geophysical research. I'll have to find a
good reason to go there, too-if not to
satisfy my curiosity, then to keep up
with him. "

n

Student Notebook
Wright Radiology

Class of 1988 president Gary LeRoy presents the Teaching Excellence Award to
Robert Turk, MD.

Convocation
Wheeler, class of 1990, radiological
sciences' Radiology Contest Prize.
Medical students receiving endowed
scholarships were Mark K. Hirko, class
of 1989, the John R. Beljan Award;
Dominic F. Homan, class of 1991, the
Robert M. Craig Award; Mary R.
Chattoraj, class of 1991, the Chester A.
Finn Award; Jeffrey V. Jones, class of
1991, and Catherine A. Schmid, class
of 1991, the Samuel Finn Award ; Alice
Onady, class of 1988, the Howard
Magner Award ; Carolyn F. Davis, class
of 1988, the Abner I. Pruett Award;
Kevin L. Sharrett, class of 1991, the
M. and D. Block Scholarship Award;
and Patricia L. Fine, class of 1991, the
W. B. Schneider Scholarship Award.
Paul E. Perry, class of 1988, received
the Mary E. Petticrew Award, a one
time scholarship named in honor of
Springfield businesswoman and civic
leader Mary E. Petticrew.
The Wright State Academy of
Medicine, a professional organization of
the School of Medicine faculty,
presented Student Excellence Awards
to Peter T. Hurley, class of 1988; Keith
D. Wilkey, class of 1989; and Marc A.
Norris, class of 1990. The awards are
presented annually in recognition of
scholastic achievement and student
leadership.
The Montgomery County Medical
Society Auxiliary awarded scholarships
to Mark E. Reynolds and Paul E. Perry,
class of 1988; Debra L. Clausing, class
of 1989; and Joseph J. Marous Ill,
Thomas W. McGuire, Marc A. Norris,
and John M Rutan, class of 1990.
Other scholarship winners were
Charles M Butrey, class of 1988, and

Continued from page 1

Bonnie Stamatis, class of 1989, the
Lorain County Medical Society
Scholarship; Crystal D. Higdon, class of
1990, the Ohio Academy of Family
Physicians Scholarship; Negussie
Aseffa, class of 1991, the Federation
Hilb Scholarship; Allen D. Shaw, class
of 1988, the Grand Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons of Ohio Scholarship;
Jeffrey V. Jones, class of 1991, the
Beth Brown Memorial Scholarship;
Mark S. Pack, Paul J. Rupp, and
Anthony L. Wheeler, class of 1990, and
Timothy S. Siegel and Keith D. Wilkey,
class of 1989, the U.S. Army
Scholarship; Lydia E. Hernandez and
Scott R. Reichard, class of 1989, and
Michael J. Vuksta, class of 1988, the
U.S. Navy Scholarship; Steffen S.
Cameron and Christ J. Ticoras, class of
1991, John H. Wagoner, class of 1990,
and Richard D. Sanders, class of 1988,
the U.S. Air Force Scholarship; Curtis
B. Everson, class of 1988, the National
Health Service Corps Scholarship;
Deborah Ream Cowden, class of 1991,
the Delta Gamma Foundation
Scholarship; Paul A. Hellstern, class of
1990, the Cuyahoga County
Scholarship; and Victor E. DeLoach,
Patricia L. Fine, Petra H. Hackenberg,
Miltonia M Harvey, and Kaye A. Myton
Craig, class of 1991, the American
Medical Association Emergency Relief
Fund Scholarship.
In addition, the School of Medicine
awarded scholarships totalling $50,000
to fifty medical students on the basis of
financial need. The money was raised
last spring during the Campus
Scholarship Fund campaign. (J

Prem Batra, Ph.D. (left), professor of
biological chemistry, received a
unique token of appreciation for his
excellence as a teacher. Marvin A.
Roebuck, class of 1991 , presented him
with a clock mounted on a slice of
Brazilian agate to express his personal
gratitude for Dr. Batra's guidance. He
credits the biochemistry professor for
encouraging him to apply to Wright
State School of Medicine. He also
thanks Dr. Batra for lightening his first
quarter course load. Roebuck was one
of three students in the class of 1991
who tested out of biochemistry; all three
learned the subject proficiently last year
during Dr. Batra's uncjergraduate
course.

by Kathleen Glover
Class of 1988
Interest in obtaining radiology
residencies is on the upswing. The
radiologist is no longer seen,
stereotypically, as a myopic individual
who spends his or her entire working
day sitting in a corner in the basement
of a hospital reading X rays. Radiology
is now perceived as a desirable,
dynamic profession with specialties
within the field created by new
technologies such as the CT scanner
and magnetic resonance imaging. A
radiologist usually has a fairly
predictable work schedule that is
compatible with family life and other
interests he or she may have.
Wright State School of Medicine with
its emphasis on primary care has
traditionally had at the most one or two
students per year interested in pursuing
a radiology residency, according to
Enrique Pantoja, M.D., professor and

fellow students that have the same
career goals as yourself, exchange
views, get new ideas from others in the
club, and establish friendships within
the specialty," adds Dr. Pantoja.
Suggested club topics for the future
include medicolegal aspects of
radiology, exploring opportunities in
academic radiology, and providing
feedback to various school departments
about how the School of Medicine's
curriculum prepares students for non
primary care residencies.
The Radiology Club has a lot to offer.
Membership is open to all interested
persons in the Wright State community
and annual dues are only $10
although you don't have to be a
member to come to the meetings.
Regular meetings are held the first
Thursday of each month in the
Frederick A. White Center on the
Wright State main campus. (J

Jerry Andrews, MD. (right), associate clinical professor of
radiological sciences, meets with members of the Radiology Club.
chair of radiological sciences and
professor of anatomy at Wright State.
This year, there is a " bumper crop" of
approximately five senior medical
students applying for residencies in
radiology for 1988 or 1989. Because of
that interest, Dr. Pantoja decided to
sponsor the Radiology Club. The club
spent much of last summer organizing
and attending presentations by
Dr. Pantoja. This fall the club plans to
feature other local radiologists as
speakers at its meetings. Fall quarter
will end in December with a
presentation by internationally known
radiologist Dr. Benjamin Felson of the
University of Cincinnati.
" A specialty club is one way to
generate interest in and love for the
specialty in question," Dr. Pantoja says.
"The club may also be of benefit to
students that turn out not to be
interested in the field after all."
Medical students who are interested
in primary care and other residencies
also need expertise in clinical imaging,
so the Radiology Club has geared its
presentations to the basic principles of
radiology, while encouraging those
students interested in a radiology
residency to master some of the field's
finer points. The club's other goals
include sponsoring students to state or
national radiological conferences,
providing a forum for the presentation
of radiological research by students,
and establishing and maintaining
communication between the student
body and Wright State graduates
who are either in radiology training
or practice.
Less tangible, but just as important,
are goals to " become acquainted with

Memorial Service
Held at SOM
A memorial service was held at the
School of Medicine on November 17 for
Amy Jo Spagnuolo, a member of the
class of 1991 who died unexpectedly
in October.
Spagnuolo was born in Martin's
Ferry, Ohio, and she grew up in the
nearby town of Yorkville. She was a
1981 graduate of St. John Central High
School in Bellaire, Ohio, where she was
class salutatorian. She earned a
bachelor of science degree in biology
from Wheeling College in Wheeling,
West Virginia, in 1985. Prior to entering
Wright State University School of
Medicine, she worked at Good
Samaritan Hospital in Cincinnati and
she attended graduate classes in social
work at the University of Cincinnati.
Spagnuolo served as a volunteer at
Martin's Ferry Hospital while in high
school. She worked as a child care
worker at St. John's Children's Home
during college, and she volunteered at
a number of other social agencies. She
sought experiences working with
various groups of people to broaden
her understanding of herself and others,
because she believed that "good
patient interactions" were an important
part of the healing process. She was
attracted to Wright State School of
Medicine because of its emphasis on
primary care medicine.
Spagnuolo is survived by her father
Nario, her mother Mary, and two
sisters, Gina and Marie. (J
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Bill Elder, M.D., and Susan Bross
Bill Elder believes two things about
the practice of medicine. In the small
Ohio town where he grew up, the 1980
graduate of Wright State School of
Medicine has set up a solo practice that
suits his own style and allows him to
put his beliefs into action.
''The most important thing is that
medicine should be fun, " Dr. Elder
says. "Of course, there are times when
you feel frustrated, and the demands on
your time are draining. But overall, if
you didn't enjoy the day, you might as
well not be doing it."
The second most important thing is
making decisions, on the spot, which
means learning how to think and ask
questions. "So many times, when
medical students follow a doctor
around, they don't get to say anything
and they don't get to do anything. Only

convenience. She lanced abscesses,
cauterized warts, took patient histories,
and conducted physical exams. She
assisted an emergency room physician
at the hospital as he sewed up a
ghastly chain saw wound that required
sixty stitches. She circumcised a baby.
And she followed the daily course of
one patient's illness from the initial
office visit through hospital admission,
surgery, and postoperative care and
convalescence-to learn unexpectedly
that the man died of a heart attack at
the nursing home after taking his
morning walk.
Dr. Elder was at Brass's side
throughout these experiences,
answering questions, and also
asking them.
"He'd say, 'It's the last second of the
ball game, you're two points behind,

Susan Bross (left) and Bill Elder, M.D.
at the end of the encounter are they
asked, 'Do you have any questions?'
The best way to learn is to have lots
of opportunities to do and to ask,"
he says.
Susan Bross, a Danville, Ohio, native
now in her second year of medical
school at Wright State, had ample
opportunities this summer. She served
an eight-week family practice
preceptorship based at Dr. Eider's
Fredericktown office. Her learning
experiences ranged far and wide
throughout the surrounding rural area
from early morning rounds at Knox
Community Hospital in nearby Mt.
Vernon , to nursing home rounds at
several facilities, including one where
Dr. Elder is medical director, to sports
physicals for the local high school
football team, to house calls.
"Yes, doctors in small towns around
here still make house calls," Dr. Elder
says, " but we don't advertise it much."
" I met him at the hospital on the first
day," Bross recalls, " He came in and
said, 'We've got a patient in the
emergency room. Let's go.' " Before
lunch, Bross had written the admitting
orders for that patient, removed stitches
from another patient back at the
office, and performed her first
pelvic examination.
" I thought I'd be doing more
observing at first, but he threw me right
into it," Bross continues. "He showed
me how to do each of these things,
then he stepped back and said, 'Now
you do it.'"
The pace continued throughout her
preceptorship. Bross learned how it
feels to begin the day's office hours an
hour and a half behind schedule, due to
unexpected demands at the hospital.
She worked until 9:30 on Tuesday
nights, when Dr. Elder schedules
evening hours for his patients'
6

and you've got a one-on-one free
throw. What are you gonna do?' "
Bross remembers. "At first, when he'd
pop a question like this, my mind would
go blank. I might know the material, but
I couldn't remember it when it was
needed. He'd put the questions to me
the way he has to think about it- now."
"It isn't really fair to Susan to expect
her to have the answers, because she
hasn't had differential diagnosis yet,"
Dr. Elder explains. "I go through this in
the back of my mind with every patient.
After I've asked the patient most of my
questions, I've got to make a decision.
That's the critical thing in medicine.
''I'll never put students on the spot
just to embarrass them," he continues.
" But I want students to get in the habit
of asking their own questions, thinking ,
and making decisions. I don't ask
Susan to make the patient care
decisions, as such. I keep asking her,
'What do you think?' because I want to
know what's on her mind."
The preceptorship also introduced
Bross to the amount of psychology
needed in a successful family practice.
"In a way, I change my personality for
different patients, to put them at ease,"
Dr. Elder says. "I have some patients
that I wouldn't try to tell a joke if you
paid me. Then there's the eighty-five
year-old woman whom I can ask, 'Well,
Mabel, are you pregnant again?' Some
patients expect it, and some are ready
to give it right back to me, telling me
jokes I wouldn't repeat to my wife."
"I remember one patient who came
to the office with a headache and a
sore jaw," Bross says. "The man's
blood pressure was 188 over 127
initially. When Dr. Elder saw him, it was
200 over 130. He was that uptight
about going to the doctor. He said, 'I'd
be better off if I just stayed back in my
fields and never had to deal with

people.' Dr. Elder let him talk on for ten
or fifteen minutes about what he didn't
like about physicians. Then he
explained to him what high blood
pressure was, and what might happen
if he didn't do something about it.
Dr. Elder gave him a prescription and
asked him to come back in a week. I
was really impressed that the man
came back-he even brought his wife
along. I think it's because of the time
Dr. Elder takes to explain things."
"We don't do assembly line medicine
here," he adds. " My practice has been
built on people who went to other
physicians who told them nothing. I've
found that it saves time in the long run
if you sit down and talk with your
patients. You can't talk over their
heads; my patients will stop and ask
you what you mean. You have to boil it
down to language they'll understand,
even if it means using something like
buckets of wheat and buckets of corn to
explain how a medication works."
Conveying a sense of the qualities
unique to a small town doctor's life was
an unstated goal of the preceptorship,
according to Dr. Elder. He notes there
is no glut of physicians in the rural parts
of north-central Ohio. He can name half
a dozen communities where the doctors
are over seventy and eager to retire, if
replacements can be found.
"There's a depth to the relationships
you can develop in a small town,"
Dr. Elder says. "A lot of my patients still
call me Billy. They're people I went to
high school with, old teachers and
baseball coaches, kids I used to baby
sit for who now have kids of their own.
"There are emotional highs and
emotional lows in this type of practice. I
lost a patient last year whom I'd known
as a neighbor since I was six years old.
It was hard to watch him die a slow,
painful death from emphysema, and
know there was nothing I could do to
stop it. Then again, my nurse asked me
to deliver her baby. I don't do OB, but
she had that kind of confidence in me.
We worked out the arrangements, and
it was fun. It's still exciting every time I
see her little boy.
"Economically, this is a depressed
community," Dr. Elder continues. " Most
of the income comes from farmers.
Several people have lost their farms,
and a lot more are just trying to make
ends meet. In this office, we will bend
over backwards to try to help these
people out. I don't care if you can't
pay right now, my goal is to help you.
As long as you make an attempt to
pay what you can, I'll see you
till Doomsday."
He adds with a laugh, ''Then there
are my Amish patients. They always
pay in cash, and their horses leave a
deposit for my garden."
After a glimpse of the " real" world
during her summer preceptorship, was
it hard to return to the classroom at
Wright State? " In a way," Susan Bross
admits, " but in a way my experience
made it easier. I have a better idea
what I need to learn from courses like
pharmacology and pathology. And I
have a better idea why I need to know
it, because I can connect it to
experiences with Dr. Eider's patients."
Bill Eider's connection to Wright State
dates back to the day in 1976 when the
School of Medicine held its first class;
now he's an assistant clinical professor
of family practice. " I did my
preceptorship with Dr. Charles Pratt in
Versailles, Ohio," he recalls. "When I
was in medical school, I really
appreciated the people who took time
to educate me, and I want to carry that
philosophy over into my own practice.
It's like returning a favor." (1
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preceptor program until she retired from
the school's fully affiliated faculty last
June. She remains active as an
associate clinical professor of
family practice.
Dr. Agna notes that medical students
enter the summer program after a
"rigorous first year" that has
concentrated mostly on basic science
courses such as anatomy and
biochemistry. "Oftentimes, students are
pretty burned out by the classwork,"
she says. "Some people have told me
that the preceptorship enabled them to
go on. They may have had some doubt
if they were doing the right thing. Their
experience in a real office reassured
them. They enjoyed it, and felt they
could learn to do it."
Just how active the student becomes
in the office routine is up to the
individual preceptor, according to
Dr. Agna. "It's a very flexible program,
and it's up to each preceptor to
determine what the student does,
based on the preceptor's own beliefs,
interests, and willingness to teach. After
a period of observation and instruction,
some preceptors allow the student to
go in first to examine the patient. In a
busy office, there may not be time for
that, so the student is mainly an
observer.
"It also depends on how much
experience the student has," Dr. Agna
continues. "All of our students have had
some history-taking and physical exams
through the ICM course. Because of the
diversity of our student body-some
come from backgrounds in nursing or
other health care fields-some students
may already have a lot of patient
care experience.
"Whatever the student does is done
in the name of the physician," Dr. Agna
says. "The physician delegates, and the

Mary Agna, M.D.

~ John

a Fix on
I'' World
student takes, responsibility-that's part
of the learning process. That's how you
learn to ask questions, that's how you
learn your limitations, that's how
students begin to become comfortable
with patients."
The key to the success of this and
other preceptor programs at Wright
State is the school's voluntary faculty,
according to John C. Gillen, M.D.,
professor and chair of family practice.
"Taking a student into your office is a
major commitment, and it's very
generous of these physicians to do it,"
he says. " It requires an adjustment in
the office routine. Working with a
student slows you down, and you have
to be inventive to keep it from slowing
you down too much."
More ,than two hundred physicians in
the Dayton area and elsewhere in Ohio
are members of the Wright State
Department of Family Practice's
voluntary faculty. Dr. Gillen regards
their time and willingness to teach as a
precious resource that must be
conserved and used carefully. "We try
to avoid overloading clinical faculty
members. tt we ask them to be
preceptors in the AHEC program, we
will not ask them to take a third-year
student, too. We call on some faculty
for some things, and on others for other
things. Many of them are superb
preceptors, and they would do even
more, but we don't want to burn
them out."
There have been some doubts
recently about the future of the AHEC
preceptor program, because federal
AHEC funding ended in September.
According to Interim Dean John 0.
Lindower, M.D., Ph.D., state funding for
AHEC in the current biennial budget will
enable the program to continue for two
more years. 6

John C. Gillen, M.D.

Ryan, M.D., and Debra Walland

After one year in medical school ,
Debra Walland wanted to know more
about two fields-obstetrics/gynecology
and family practice. When she was
matched with John Ryan , M.D., for a
summer preceptorship, she found a
program that combined both interests.
Dr. Ryan is one of seven family
physicians in Middletown, Ohio, who
still deliver babies.
Walland had the opportunity to
observe two deliveries, and she
followed closely the pregnancies of
several other women during her month
with Dr. Ryan . She also got firsthand
experience with an issue that could
shape the future of her own career in
medicine-the family doctor who was
once available at any hour, day or
night, to deliver a baby may not be
able to do so in the future because
of the high cost of obstetrics
liability insurance.
"The deliveries were the most
exciting thing during my preceptorship,"
Walland recalls. Her hands-on
experiences in Dr. Ryan's office
included the auscultation of patients for
pneumonia and other lung or heart
problems, examining kids' ears, and
looking down sore throats. But she
characterizes her role mainly as that of
an observer.
"There are time constraints in a busy
practice like this one ," Walland
explains. "There just isn't enough time
for me to go in and examine the patient
first, before he does the same thing .
We go in together. We ask the patient
first if it's all right for a student to sit in,
and there've been very few patients
who said no."
"It can be very frustrating for students
to examine patients and then try to
formulate plans and conclusions
themselves, when they haven't had the
background yet to do it, " Dr. Ryan
adds. " My goal for first- and second
year medical students is to give them
just a flavor of what a family
practitioner's life is like, so they can see
if it's something they'd be interested in
doing for the rest of their lives."
The working day for Walland and
Dr. Ryan began with early morning
rounds at Middletown Regional
Hospital, followed by office visits with
as many as forty or fifty patients.
Sometimes they returned to the hospital
at lunch time for staff meetings. "And
sometimes she came home with me for
lunch, and she saw how the family
adapts to dad breezing in and out, to
him being there sometimes and not
being there other times, " Dr. Ryan
says. "That's important, too . She has
her own family, and she needs to make
some decisions about how her
lifestyle's going to affect that down the
road.
" I didn 't call Dr. Walland in, in the
middle of the night, because she lives
too far away," Dr. Ryan continues. " But
I've done that with students who lived
closer. If I get a call at eleven and I've
got to go to the emergency room for a
heart attack, I'll call the student and
say, 'Meet me over there.' They need to
see that medicine is not all glory. There
are times when you wish you could turn
the phone or the beeper off. If that's not
for you , you need to learn it now and
not when you're out in practice.''
Obstetrics is an optional part of
Dr. Ryan's practice that has had an
impact on his lifestyle. " I enjoy
obstetrics a lot," he says. " In the past,
I've thought that I might stop doing OB
as I got older, to cut down on the late
night calls. I never thpught I might be
forced to stop doing it by circumstances
beyond my control. My partner and I
are just not sure how much longer we

can afford the insurance we need to
deliver babies.''
Dr. Ryan adds that four of
Middletown's family physicians who still
practice obstetrics, plus one of the city's
four obstetricians, plan to stop doing
deliveries this year. In most cases,
he says, the deciding factor is the
cost of insurance.
As a result of her preceptorship,
Debra Walland has begun to make
decisions, too. "What I've really learned
from this is that if I do go into family
practice, I want to combine it with
obstetrics, " she says. " I really like
obstetrics. If the insurance problem
continues the way it's going, then I
won't go into family practice. I'll choose
obstetrics combined with gynecology so
I can afford to do it." "That's a pretty
dramatic implication-that she would

patients," Walland says. " It sounded
like Dr. Larry, Dr. Curly, or Dr. Mo ... I
felt really silly. I still feel silly when he
refers to me as 'Dr. Walland' in front of
nurses or the office staff, but in front
of patients, it doesn't bother me so
much anymore."
" I always tell people she's a student
doctor, " Dr. Ryan says. " But she's in a
profession that's in the limelight, and
also takes a lot of heat. I think she
needs to start getting comfortable with
the responsibility that goes with the title .
People are going to look to her, more
than they do to the average person , for
answers to all sorts of things , not just
medical problems. And medical school
is fairly demanding ; it's nice to have
some little perks along the way, to
make you feel that you're
accomplishing something, that you're

Debra Walland (center) and John Ryan, M.D.
have to consider an entire career
change this early in the game, just
because of the cost of insurance,"
Dr. Ryan adds.
Although Middletown is hardly a small
town , Dr. Ryan has made a practice
there that fits his own sense of what
family medicine should be. 'Tm very
familiar with my patients. That's my
style, and that's how I like them to be
with me, " he says. " I read Ann Landers
all the time , and I see these letters from
people who complain, 'My doctor calls
me Helen instead of Mrs. Smith.' I
wonder about that, but I rarely have a
patient who brings that up, to me or to
the staff. My personal feeling is that you
really cannot take good care of
someone and not become friends.
" It sometimes makes it a little more
difficult because you do care about
people," Dr. Ryan continues.
" Sometimes people come to you with
intimate problems, such as a husband
and wife who aren 't getting along, or
parents who have a child who's acting
out. Sometimes it's difficult to separate
being a friend from the need to step
back and be an authority figure who
can 'lay down the law.' But I'd rather
have it that way than have the kind of
sterile, cold environment that so many
people complain of."
Early in Debra Walland's
preceptorship, though , Dr. Ryan
began addressing her as Dr. Walland .
" I think he forgot my first name,"
Walland jokes.
" I started calling her 'Debbie,' and
she corrected me that it was 'Debra,' "
Dr. Ryan explains. "That sounded way
too formal , so I went with Dr. Walland .''
"When he first started doing it, I told
him I felt like a fraud in front of

going to get there."
Why does John Ryan volunteer
time to work with Wright State
medical students?
" I enjoy it," answers the assistant
clinical profesor of family practice. " I
enjoy family practice, I believe in it
strongly as a specialty, and I want to do
what I can to encourage others to
proceed in that area. And I guess I'm a
talker, a garrulous person. I like having
someone around with whom I can talk
about medicine. I learn things from
students. They ask questions that
sometime make me have to go back
and reinforce my understanding of
certain issues. Sometimes they ask
tough questions that make me have to
look up answers myself."
Dr. Ryan adds that he doesn 't see
Wright State students as often as he'd
like, because Middletown is so far from
the university. " I hope Dr. Walland will
think about coming back here for a
third- or fourth-year preceptorship. I
think those experiences are more
fulfilling for students, because they
have more training behind them .
They've had courses like pharmacology
and medicine. They can begin to try to
solve the puzzle for themselves,
determining what the illness is, what
medication to use."
" I'll go on the record now," Walland
adds. " I'll be back."

n
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Scholarships for the Future
"We're proud of Horizons in
Medicine's success and the quality of
students in it," says Elenore Koch ,
D.P.A. , vice-president for student affairs
at Wright State University.
Dr. Koch surprised everyone at the
brunch that formally ended this year's
Horizons in Medicine program by
presenting each of the seventeen
students with a full one-year
scholarship to Wright State. The
scholarships , which will become an
annual feature of the program, include
tuition and fees currently valued at
$1 ,896. The scholarships are funded
through Wright State's general
scholarship fund.
"These scholarships are intended to
further assist the students in achieving
their academic potential. We are
grooming students to go to college, so
why are we sending them away? As
students choose a college, they already
know one that has acknowledged
them ," Dr. Koch continues.
Sharzad Sheibani, a Centerville High
School senior, told her mother before
the brunch that she didn't expect to
receive any awards. She tied with
another student, Agni Monnin, for the
program's Scholarly and Humanistic
Endeavor Award . Her group won the
program's Outstanding Group Research
Paper Award . And her scholarship took
her a step closer to her career goal of
being a plastic surgeon.
"When I was small I didn't like the
way I looked," Sheibani says. ''I'm over
that. Now I want to help others feel
good about themselves."

Established in 1979, Horizons in
Medicine is designed to provide
minority or disadvantaged students with
the opportunity to prepare for college in
a science curriculum. The program
consists of six weeks of classroom and
clinical experiences. The academic
phase includes courses that introduce
students to related topics concerning
the study of medicine and the allied
health professions. In addition to
classroom study, students are exposed
to laboratory and research techniques,
field trips to various medical facilities,
and health career seminars. Their
clinical experience assigns them to
area hospitals or other health-related
facilities where their work is supervised.
Since the program began , 184
students have participated and 97
percent of these participants have
enrolled in undergraduate college or
graduate schools in the United States.
What do the students think of their
experience?
" I would recommend the Horizons in
Medicine program to anyone to get a
clearer idea of what medicine is like,"
says Deanna Barone. The Chaminade
Julienne High School senior wants to
be an occupational therapist and
possibly work in pediatrics.
Nicolia Davenport, a Chaminade
Julienne senior who did her clinical
experience at Good Samaritan
Hospital's outpatient clinic, says, " It's
good to get out there where the real
learning is at. I got to see things I might
not have seen otherwise. For one thing,
nurses really work hard; they make
it work."

n

"Caring Clergy" Grant
Funds Intervention Training
The Weekend Intervention Program
(WIP) at Wright State School of
Medicine has received a $15,000 grant
from the J.M. Foundation to train
ministerial students and clergy in
intervention skills that they can use to
fight the problem of alcohol and
substance abuse.
The grant will fund a program called
"Caring Clergy," which is designed to
train clergy about methods of early
identification and "caring confrontation "
of those with substance abuse
problems. Participants will learn how to
direct persons who have substance
abuse problems to the appropriate
community resources and to assist
other professionals who work in the
substance abuse field.

Phyllis A. Gardiner

The Caring Clergy program will
include educational workshops taught
jointly by the faculties of Wright State
School of Medicine and the United
Theological Seminary in Dayton.
Participants will also attend the
Weekend Intervention Program
as observers.
The WIP is an intervention program
for drivers convicted of driving while
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intoxicated (DWI) or driving under the
influence (DUI). Many local judges use
the WIP , which is conducted three
weekends a month on the Wright State
campus, as a sentencing alternative in
lieu of or in addition to the seventy-two
hour jail term for DWI required by
Ohio law.
"Attending the WIP will reinforce the
classroom learning about substance
abuse with direct experience," explains
Phyllis A. Gardiner, WIP education
specialist. " By strengthening the active
role of the clergy in assisting persons
who are having difficulties, Caring
Clergy will strengthen the community's
ability to counter attack the growing
problem of alcohol and substance
abuse. "
"Caring Clergy is an extension of an
educational program that has proven
very successful for Wright State
medical students," notes Harvey A.
Siegal , Ph.D., director of the Substance
Abuse Intervention Programs and
professor and vice-chair of medicine in
society at the School of Medicine. " Like
physicians, clergy do not have to do
this work alone. With the right skills,
they can learn how to use other
professionals to help persons with
substance abuse problems. "
The J.M. Foundation has provided
more than $2 million in the past three
years to fund projects nationwide on
substance abuse and chemical
dependency. Since the foundation was
established in 1924, its primary
interests have included medical
education, biomedical research , and
rehabilitation medicine.
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Horizons in Medicine student Nicolia Davenport did her clinical experience at Good
Samaritan Hospital and Health Center's outpatient clinic.

Local Heart Chapter
Funds Student Research
Eight Wright State medical students
received research grants this year from
the Miami Valley Heart Chapter of the
American Heart Association. They
conducted summer research projects
sponsored by members of the School of
Medicine faculty. The local heart
chapter has funded student research at
Wright State since 1981 to provide
medical students with early working
experiences in research settings, and to
encourage them to consider careers in
clinical research.
Gregory J. Cush (class of 1990) was
sponsored by William A. Spohn, M.D.,
assistant professor of pediatrics, for a
project entitled "Effect of Oscillatory
Ventilation (Spectramed) on Cardiac

Patricia D. Maschner (class of 1990)
was sponsored by Ira M. Leffak, Ph .D.,
associate professor of biological
chemistry, for a project entitled "The
Use of Molecular Genetic Probes in
the Restriction Fragment Length
Polymorphism Analysis of
Marfan's Syndrome."
Thomas W. McGuire (class of 1990)
was sponsored by John D. Bullock,
M.D., professor and chair of
ophthalmology and professor of
surgery, for a project entitled "Steroidal
Effects on Retinal Vasculature. "
Marc Norris (class of 1990) was
sponsored by Sidney F. Miller, M.D.,
associate clinical professor of surgery,
for a project entitled "Assessment of

Kathleen Glover

Output in a Lung Damaged
Rabbit Model. "
Kathleen Glover (class of 1988) was
sponsored by Jose D. Quinones , M.D.,
associate clinical professor of
radiological sciences, for a project
entitled "Aortic Pathology as an
Incidental Finding in Patients Having
Abdominal CT Scans. "
Paul A. Hellstern (class of 1990) was
sponsored by Daniel S. Miles, Ph.D.,
associate professor of physiology and
biophysics and assistant professor of
pediatrics, for a project entitled
" Interaction of Hypoxemia and
Pulmonary Blood Flow During
Fiberoptic Bronchoscopy."

Hydration Status in Management of
Burn Patients. "
Cindy J. Smith (class of 1990) was
sponsored by Robert W. Gotshall,
Ph.D., associate professor of
physiology and biophysics and of
pediatrics, for a project entitled " Use of
Ventricular Function Curves in Critically
Ill Patients."
Raymond A. Vallera (class of 1990)
was sponsored by Robert K. Finley, Jr.,
M.D.. clinical professor of surgery, for a
project entitled "Evaluation of a Skin
Equivalent to Cover Burn Wounds ." 0

David Felder, M.D.:
An Eye for the Challenge
David Felder graduated from Wright
State School of Medicine in 1982. A
few months ago Dr. Felder, now an
ophthalmologist, came back for more.
He wanted a challenge, and he found
it in what he says is one of the
country's most rigorous postresidency
fellowships in orbital and ophthalmic
plastic and reconstructive surgery. "It's
by far the hardest year I've ever had, "
he explains with a mixture of pride and
incredulity. After medical school,
internship, and a four-year
ophthalmology residency at St. Luke's
Hospital at Case-Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, he is no
stranger to hard work.
Before he decided to return to his
alma mater-he had also been
accepted by a fellowship program in
Texas-Dr. Felder compared notes with
ophthalmologists who had completed
both programs. "It seemed to me that
the fellows who came here got the most
experience. In fact, Dr. George Bartley,
who completed the Wright State
fellowship program in 1986, told me
that upon returning to the consultant
staff of the Mayo Clinic, he had not yet
encountered any problem that he could
not handle with complete confidence
after having worked with Dr. Bullock
during his fellowship year." Dr. Bartley
is now the director of ophthalmic plastic
and reconstructive surgery at the
Mayo Clinic.
Unlike postresidency fellowships in
other subspecialties, which may accept
several physicians per year, a
fellowship in orbital and ophthalmic
plastic surgery is based on an intense,
one-on-one relationship. Dr. Felder
works closely, up to seven days a
week, with John D. Bullock, M.D.,
professor and chair of ophthalmology
and professor of plastic surgery at
Wright State. "We see eighty-five to
one hundred patients a day, and they
represent a wide range of pathological
conditions," Dr. Felder says. "The
subspecialty treats diseases and
trauma to the eyelids, blow-out
fractures of the orbit, the eye's tearing
system, tumors behind the eye or within
the orbit, artificial eye problems,
thyroid eye disease, and ptosis
(drooped eyelids)."
Dr. Felder and Dr. Bullock have
recently co-authored two chapters on
congenital orbital anomalies which will
be published in a textbook entitled The
Eye In Systemic Disease. They have
also collaborated on several lectures
given at national and international
ophthalmology conferences, as well as
writing papers and conducting various
research projects.
Dr. Felder, long fascinated by plastic
surgery, chose this demanding
ophthalmic subspecialty because it
involved microsurgery. In addition, he
explains, "I'm extremely interested in
tumors in the orbit. They're very
uncommon and most physicians aren't
experienced at dealing with them.
It's great to be able to help these
difficult patients.
"The challenge is to put together in
your head what you're going to do for a
particular problem. The injuries and
tumors are all so different, as are the
magnitude and spectrum of the
potential problems encountered,"
Dr. Felder explains. " Like any surgery,
you've got to be able to think on your
feet. You've got to look at things in a

dimension you don't ordinarily use,"
he continues, adding "there's also a
touch of the artist in ophthalmic
plastic surgery."
Artist and skilled technician, yes . But
healer, above all. "The goal is to save
vision, concomitant with maintaining or
enhancing the patient's appearance."
This is a delicate challenge, but when
met, the ophthalmic plastic surgeon is
greeted by appreciative patients. "Every
time I visit postoperative patients, they
are the most grateful people in the
world. It's a tremendous feeling to know
I've helped them," he says. "The
people really appreciate our work."
It was in medical school that this
energetic Cleveland native first
realized that he would specialize in
ophthalmology. He noticed that when
he read material in this field, his interest
remained high. "It was the only subject
I could read for long periods without
getting bored and taking frequent
breaks. I think that's the first indication I
had that ophthalmology really interested
me and thus, should be my specialty. I
said to myself, 'This is great! If I like
something this much, I should go into
it,' " Dr. Felder recalls.
As he talks about his profession,
Dr. Felder's manner suggests he's
sharing a delicious discovery. He

Generous Gifts
Made By Former
School Teachers

David Felder, MD.

believes that ophthalmologists, as a
group, are contented people. "It's a
happy field, ophthalmology. It really is,"
he states. "You rarely see an unhappy
ophthalmologist. I think that we really
love our work. Ophthalmologists got
what they wanted in career choices.
They aimed high and were able to
make it.
"To be able to say after this year is
over that I'm an ophthalmic plastic
surgeon means a lot to me,"
Dr. Felder adds. "There are not many
of us around." H

Bulletin Board
Emeritus Status Granted to
Retiring Professors
Arnold Allen, M.D., was appointed
professor emeritus of psychiatry by the
Board of Trustees upon retiring from
active faculty duties on July 1. He is the
third fully affiliated faculty member at
the School of Medicine to receive the
honorary appointment.
Dr. Allen joined the Wright State
School of Medicine faculty in 1975 as
professor and vice-chair of the
Department of Psychiatry. He served as
chair of psychiatry from 1979 to 1986,
and he was also director of the
integrated psychiatry residency program
at Wright State.
Dr. Allen practiced psychiatry in
southwestern Ohio for thirty-seven
years. He has served as president of
the Ohio Psychiatric Association and
the Cincinnati Psychoanalytic Institute.
He also served as chair of the
Committee on Mental Health for the
Ohio State Medical Association .
A native of New York City, Dr. Allen
received an M.D. degree from the
University of Cincinnati in 1943. He
served his residency in psychiatry at
the University of Pennsylvania-Jefferson
Medical College in Philadelphia and
received psychoanalytic training at the
Chicago Institute for Psychoanalysis.
Dr. Allen is coauthor with Robert
Reynes, Ph.D., of the 1987 book
Humor in Psychotherapy: A View. His
community activities in the Dayton area
include service as a member and past
chair of the Montgomery County Board
of Mental Health and Retardation .

Wright State School of Medicine has
benefitted recently from the generosity
of two former school teachers from the
Dayton area.
Mary Rediger Mason of Brookville,
Ohio, has contributed $10,000 to
establish a charitable remainder trust. A
sixth grade teacher for thirty-six years ,
Mason first enrolled in the school's
Donated Body Program because she
felt that participation in the program
would serve to continue her teaching
role. She plans to bequeath an
additional amount to the school to fund
a Mary Rediger Mason Scholarship
Fund, with income to be awarded to
third- and fourth-year medical students.
A $100,000 bequest has been made
to the Cox Institute by the estate of
A. Marguerite Duerst, a Dayton school
teacher who died earlier this year. The
bequest will be used to support School
of Medicine clinical research programs
at the institute.
Duerst was born July 13, 1899, the
daughter of Jacob and Marie Duerst,
who emigrated to the U.S. from
Switzerland. During her long career in
the Dayton public school system, Ms.
Duerst taught mathematics, algebra,
and geometry. Her first teaching
position was at Jefferson Elementary
School, and she later taught at Colonel
White and Fairview High Schools. She
retired from teaching in 1964. Duerst
was a member of the American
Association of University Women and
the Women's Club and the United
Church of Christ in Dayton.
According to Dayton attorney Louis
Schulman, the Cox Institute may
receive additional funds from the Duerst
estate, pending verification of the
institute's nonprofit tax status by the
Internal Revenue Service. Other Dayton
institutions receiving bequests from the
estate include the Bob Hipple
Laboratory for Cancer Research , the
Dayton Art Institute, the Victory
Theater, the Endowment Fund of The
Children's Medical Center, and the
Aullwood Audubon Center. H
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Arnold Allen, MD.
The faculty of the School of Mec!icine
have granted emeritus status to two of
the school's voluntary faculty. Richard
DeWall, M.D., was named clinical
professor emeritus of surgery, and
Meinhard Robinow, M.D., was named
clinical professor emeritus of pediatrics.
Dr. DeWall joined the Cox Heart
Institute in 1966 as director of surgery
and head of cardiovascular surgery
research. He invented the bubble
oxygenator and has served on the
voluntary faculty of the School of
Medicine since 1975.
Dr. Robinow's association with the
Dayton area began in 1939 as
chairman of the Section of Physical
Growth, Fels Research Institute. Except
for brief periods of time, his entire
career has been spent in pediatric
practice in this area. He has been
affiliated with the School of Medicine
since 1979. H
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The Foundation for the Future •

1987 Research
Directory Available
The 1987 edition of Research: The
Foundation for the Future, a compilation
of research abstracts and interests of
more than 165 School of Medicine
faculty and staff, is now available in the
Office of Communications and Events.
To receive a complimentary copy of the
directory, send your request to: Office
of Communications and Events, Wright
State University School of Medicine,
Dayton, Ohio 45435. H
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or the Record
resident instructor, presented
"Simulator-Induced Syndrome in Coast
Guard Aviators." Stanley R. Mohler,
M.D., professor and vice-chair of
community medicine, and director of the
Aerospace Medicine Residency
Program, participating on a panel
entitled "Contemporary Issues in
Medical Certification of Airmen,"
presented "Reproductive Functions of
Female Flight Attendants-Regulatory
Background and Occupational
Experience." Kenneth N. Beers Sr.,
M.D., associate professor of community
medicine and family practice, and
associate director of the aerospace
medicine residency program, presented
"Assessment of Air Crew Fatigue
Producing Elements and Consequences
in Air Transport Operations."

Daniel T. Organisciak, Ph.D.

Biological Chemistry
Daniel T. Organisciak, Ph.D.,
associate professor; H. M. Wang, M.S.,
research associate; and others
published "Aspects of the Ascorbate
Protective Mechanism in Retinal Light
Damage of Rats With Normal and
Reduced ROS Docosahexaenoic Acid"
and "Ascorbate and Dietary Protective
Mechanisms in Retinal Light Damage of
Rats: Electrophysiological, Histological,
and DNA Measurements" in
Degenerative Retinal Disorders
Clinical and Laboratory Investigations,
Alan R. Liss, Inc., New York, 1987.
Both articles were presented at the
Sendai Symposium on Retinal
Degenerations, Japan,
September 1986.

Community Medicine
Faculty, residents, and former residents
in the aerospace medicine residency
program were actice at the Aerospace
Medical Association meeting held in
Las Vegas, Nevada, May 10-14, 1987.
James S. Logan, M.D., assistant
clinical professor, presented "Health
Maintenance Facility Overview."
Donald F. Stewart, M.D., former
resident, presented "Health
Maintenance Facility Exercise
Subsystem." Joey B. Boyce, M.D.,
former resident, presented "The Crew
Rescue Vehicle." Phillip C. Stepaniak,
M.D., former resident, presented
"Medical Life Support" and a poster
presentation on "Physiologic Signs
During Loss of Consciousness in GZ
Acceleration." Kenneth J. Myers, M.D.,
resident instructor, presented "Whole
Body Vibration Effects on Calcium
Metabolism: A Potential Weightlessness
Counter Measure," and co-authored
"The Effects of Low-Frequency
Vibration on Vertebral Strength."
Jeffrey R. Davis, M.D., former resident,
and Donald F. Stewart, M.D., former
resident, presented "The Analysis of
Sleep on Shuttle Missions."
Participating on a panel entitled
"Operational Space Medicine,"
Dr. Davis presented "Shuttle Crew
Medical Officer Training" and Dr. Boyce
and Dr. Stepaniak presented "CPR in
Zero Gravity." Dr. Boyce and Richard
Jennings, M.D., former resident,
presented "Medical Support During
STS Mission." Timothy J. Ungs, M.D.,
10

Administration Medical Center,
coauthored "Oral Ribavirin Treatment of
Influenza A and B" in Antimicrobial
Agents and Chemotherapy (July 1987).
Kim Goldenberg, M.D., associate
professor of medicine and director of
the general internal medicine division,
published "Predictive Value of a Test
Result: A Sensitivity Analysis" in the
Journal of Clinical Computing (1987) .

Medicine in Society
Marshall B. Kapp, J.D., M.P.H.,
professor, published " Law, Medicine,
and the Terminally Ill: Humanizing the
Approach to Risk Management" in
Health Care Management Review
(Spring 1987); "Health Care Delivery
and the Elderly: Teaching Old Patients
New Tricks" in Cumberland Law
Review (1986-1987) ; "Legal Issues" in
High Tech Home Care: A Practical
Guide, Aspen Publishers, Inc.,
Rockville, Maryland, 1987; and "Legal
Perceptions and Medical Decision
Making" in Milbank Quarterly (1986).

Neurology
Stanley R. Mohler, MD.

Family Practice

Jerry E. Flexman, Ph.D., assistant
clinical professor, was board certified as
a medical psychotherapist by the
American Board of Medical
Psychotherapists, July 1, 1987.

Mark L. DeBard, M.D., associate
clinical professor of family practice and
emergency medicine, and Stephen E.
Wolverton, M.D., resident instructor of
dermatology, received the Teacher of
the Year Award at St. Elizabeth Medical
Center, Dayton, Ohio, June 26, 1987.
The award recognizes contributions by
non-faculty medical staff members to
the medical education of residents
in the Affiliated Family Practice
Residency Program at St. Elizabeth
Medical Center.
Albert F. Painter, Jr., Psy.D., assistant
professor, and Jeanne P. Lemkau,
Ph.D., associate professor of family
practice and medicine, presented
"Teaching Behavioral Science to
Physicians: Bridging the Gap" at the
American Psychological Association
annual convention, New York City, New
York, August 28, 1987. Dr. Painter and
John R. Rudisill, Ph.D., associate
professor of family practice and
psychiatry, presented "Psychologists
and Health: Are We Practicing What
We Preach?" at the same meeting,
August 31, 1987.
John R. Rudisill, Ph.D., associate
professor of family practice and
psychiatry, presented "Parenting for
Adolescent Problems" at the Greater
Mount Nebo Cultural Center, Dayton,
Ohio, August 8, 1987; and
"Psychologist and Wellness: A National
Survey" at the American Psychological
Association annual convention, New
York City, New York, August 31, 1987.
Dr. Rudisill also taped three programs,
"Phobia," "More on Phobia," and
"Burnout," for radio station WON E/
WTUE, aired on June 3, 1987.

Medicine
Jack M. Bernstein, M.D., associate
professor of medicine and microbiology
and immunology and chief of infectious
disease at the Dayton Veterans

Marc A. Fritz, M.D., assistant
professor, presented "The Effect of
Luteal Phase Estrogen Antagonism on
Endometrial Development and Luteal
Function in Women" at the forty-third
annual meeting of the American
Fertility Society, Reno, Nevada,
September 28-30, 1987.
William A. Nahhas, M.D., professor
and director of the division of
gynecologic oncology, presented ''The
Evaluation of the Male Partner of the
Condyloma Patient" at the Obstetrics
and Gynecology Physicians and
Residents Visiting Lecture Series,
Medical Center of Delaware,
Wilmington, Delaware, September 14,
1987. Dr. Nahhas was appointed 1988
1989 president of the Society of
Memorial Gynecologic Oncology at the
society's tenth annual meeting, New
York, New York, August 10-14, 1987.

Ophthalmology
John D. Bullock, M.D., professor and
chair of ophthalmology and professor of
surgery, became a board certified fellow
of the American Academy of Facial
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery,
July 1987.

Pathology
James W. Funkhouser, M.D., clinical
professor of pathology and adjunct
professor of microbiology and
immunology, presented "AIDS" at
Interdisciplinary Response to the
Challenge of AIDS, Greenville, Ohio,
September 17, 1987.
Gordon K. Murphy, M.D., associate
clinical professor, published "Homicidal
Death Following Blunt Trauma in a
Vulnerable Host, With Secondary
Infections Including Local Tetanus" in
The American Journal of Forensic
Medicine and Pathology
(September 1987).

(Left to right) Stephen Archer, MD.;
Mark Bidwell, MD.; Kevin Hallman, M.D.

Obstetrics and
Gynecology
Fred Morehart, drug representative for
Ortho Pharmaceutical Company,
presented the Department of Obstetrics
and Gynecology with a plaque
engraved with the names of the Year-II,
Year-Ill, and Year-IV residents who
earned the highest scores on this year's
Council on Residency Education/
Obstetrics and Gynecology exams,
Miami Valley Hospital, Dayton, Ohio,
June 17, 1987. Individual Ortho plaques
were presented to Stephen Archer,
M.D., former resident (graduated June
30, 1987) ; Mark C. Bidwell, M.D.,
resident instructor; and Kevin A.
Hallman, M.D., junior resident
instructor. This will be an annual
departmental presentation to winners
of the CREOG exams taken
each January.

(Left to right) Sherry E. Courtney, MD. ;
Seth W. Malin, MD.; and Charles V.
Bender, MD.

Pediatrics
Richard N. Baumgartner, Ph.D.,
research assistant professor; William
C. Chumlea, Ph.D., Fels associate
professor; Shumei Guo, Ph.D.,
research assistant professor;
Alexander F. Roche, M.D., Ph.D.,
D.Sc., F.R.A.C.P., Fels professor of
pediatrics and obstetrics and
gynecology; and Roger M. Siervogel,
Ph.D., Fels professor, presented " Use
of Bioelectric Impedance for Estimating
Body Composition in Epidemiology" at
the Society for Epidemiology Research
program, University of Massachusetts,
Worcester, Massachusetts, June 1987.

Charles V. Bender, M.D., assistant
clinical professor, presented "Neonatal
Danger Signs" to the Ohio Academy of
Family Physicians thirty-seventh Annual
Scientific Assembly, Dayton, Ohio,
August 14, 1987. Seth W. Malin, M.D.,
assistant clinical professor, presented
"Neonatal Danger Signs" at the
same meeting.
Sherry E. Courtney, M.D., associate
clinical professor of pediatrics and
obstetrics and gynecology, presented
"Comparison of Face Mask Versus
Head Box for Pneumotachography in
Neonates" at the Ohio Perinatal Club,
Cleveland, Ohio, April 8, 1987; and
"Comparison of High Frequency
Positive Pressure Ventilation and Jet
Ventilation in Respiratory Failure" to the
same audience, April 9, 1987.
Dr. Courtney and Roger M. Siervogel,
Ph.D., published "Effect of Racemic
Epinephrine on Ventilatory Function in
the Neonate Postextubation" in
Pediatric Research (April 1987).
Stephen L. Newman, M.D., associate
professor of pediatrics and medicine
and director of the division of
gastroenterology and nutritional support
at The Children's Medical Center, was
a visiting professor in pediatric
gastroenterology at the Department of
Pediatrics, University of Louisville
School of Medicine and the Kosair
Children's Hospital, Louisville,
Kentucky, August 12-13, 1987. He
presented "Update on Inflammatory
Bowel Disease with Special Emphasis
on Nutritional Support."
Alexander F. Roche, M.D., Ph.D.,
D.Sc., F.R.A.C.P., Fels professor and
head of the division of human biology in
pediatrics and obstetrics and
gynecology, presented "Nutritional
Assessment of the Elderly Through
Anthropometry" at the Ohio Department
of Health, Columbus, Ohio, July 14,
1987; and "Tracking in Fat Distribution
During Growth" at the Conference on
Fat Distribution and Metabolic Risk
Factors During Growth, Manoir St.
Castin, Lac Beauport, Quebec, Canada,
June 1987. Dr. Roche and Shumei
Guo, Ph.D., presented "The Fels
Longitudinal Study: Design and Analytic
Considerations" at the joint statistical
meetings, American Statistical
Association, Biometric Society Institute
of Mathematical Statistics, San
Francisco, California,
August 17-20, 1987.
Roger M. Siervogel, Ph.D., Fels
professor, published " Serial and Cross
Sectional Studies of Blood Pressure in
the Fels Longitudinal Growth Study" in
American Journal of Physical
Anthropology, and presented the same
paper at the annual meeting of
American Association of Physical
Anthropologists, New York, New York,
April 1987. He presented "Fat
Distribution and Blood Pressure" at the
Symposium on Fat Distribution and
Metabolic Risk Factors During Growth
and Later Health Outcomes, Quebec,
Canada, June 1987; and "Alex F.
Roche: The Man and the Scientist"
during the "Symposium in Honor of
Alex F. Roche" at the annual meeting
of the American Association of Physical
Anthropologists, New York, New York,
April 1987.

Physiology and
Biophysics
Peter K. Laut, M.D., professor and
chair, served as chair of the organizing
committee on the "Regulation of
Transport Mechanisms," a symposium
of the Membrane Biophysics Group of
the Biophysical Society, Duke
University Marine Laboratory, Beaufort,
North Carolina, September 27-30,
1987. Dr. Laut and others published
"Physiology and Biophysics of Chloride
and Cation Cotransport Across Cell
Membranes" in Federation
Proceedings, May 15, 1987. Dr. Laut
presented "Activation of K:CI Transport
by Disulfide Bond Formation and Cell
Swelling" at the Department of
Physiology, Duke University Medical
School, Durham, North Carolina,
September 25, 1987.

Postgraduate Medicine
and Continuing
Education
Ronald J. Markert, Ph.D., associate
professor and head of evaluation
consultation services, published
"Gender Differences in the Choice of
a Primary Care Medical Specialty" in
the Journal of Medical Education
(July 1987).

George R. Brown, M.D., resident
instructor, presented "Transsexuals
in the Military: Flight into
Hypermasculinity" at the Harry
Benjamin International Gender
Dysphoria Association sympostum,
Amsterdam, Netherlands,
June 10, 1987.
Alan A. Nelson, M.D., assistant clinical
professor, presented "The Hurting
Family . .. Meeting Its Needs and
Tapping Its Energy" at the Kettering
Conference on Substance Abuse,
Dayton, Ohio, May 28, 1987; and
"Christianity and Psychiatry" at the
annual meeting of the Christian Medical
Society in conjunction with the
American Psychiatric Association,
Chicago, Illinois, May 13, 1987.
Paul Rodenhauser, M.D., associate
professor and chair, presented "Adult
Attention Deficit Disorder: Associations
and Implications" at the Professional
Seminar Consultant/Psychiatric Study
Tour, People's Republic of China,
August 17-31, 1987. Dr. Rodenhauser
was awarded the Ohio Psychiatric
Association Founder's Day Award, an
annual award for the best paper of a
scientific or· educational nature
submitted by a member of the Ohio
Psychiatric Association Education and
Research Foundation, for
"Relationships Between Legal and
Clinical Factors Among Forensic
Hospital Patients," August 20, 1987.

Radiological Sciences
Charles Colbert, Ph.D., associate
clinical professor, copresented "Renal
Osteodystrophy: Bone Mineral Density
Loss and Recovery with Treatment" at
the fourth International Symposium on
Peritoneal Dialysis, Venice, Italy,
June 30, 1987.

instructor, presented "The Effects of
External Electricity on Wound Healing";
Alan R. Shons, M.D., Ph.D., former
clinical instructor, presented "Infant
Craniofacial Surgery"; and Brian
Windle, M.D., assistant professor at
Case-Western Reserve University,
presented "Aesthetic and
Reconstructive Surgery of the Breast
and Abdomen."
Peter S. Barre, M.D., instructor,
produced a videotape entitled "Tendon
Transfers in the Quadriplegic Upper
Extremity: The Cleveland Method of
Classification and Treatment" which
was presented at the American College
of Surgeons meeting, October 11-16,
1987. He published "The Plantar
Ecchymosis Sign in Fractures of the
Calcaneus" in Clinical Orthopedics and
Related Research (June 1986),
"Multiplicity of Neurilemomas in the
Upper Extremity" in The Journal of
Hand Surgery (March 1987), and
"Vascular Insufficiency in Okihiro's
Syndrome Secondary to Hypothenar
Hammer Syndrome" in The Journal of
Hand Surgery (May 1987).
Homayoun Mesghali, M.D., associate
clinical professor, was inducted into the
International Arthroscopy Association,
Sydney, Australia, April 1987. He is
also a member of the North American
Arthroscopy Association.
Sidney F. Miller, M.D., associate
clinical professor, was appointed editor
of a new column entitled "Computer
Application Forum and Burnware: The
Burn Unit Software Exchange" in
The Journal of Burn Care and
Rehabilitation.
James B. Peoples, M.D., associate
professor; Charles K. Hardin, M.D.,
former resident; and Charles R.
Sexton, B.S., class of 1989 medical
student, published "Efficacy of
Sucralfate in Preventing Peptic
Ulceration Induced by Nonsteroidal
Anti-Inflammatory Drugs" in The
American Surgeon (July 1987).
Peter M. Sanfelippo, M.D., associate
clinical professor, published
"Aortocoronary Bypass Surgery in
Patients 65 Years of Age and Older" in
Ohio Medicine (May 1987).

Roger M. Siervogel, Ph.D. (left), and
Anthony J. Parisi, Ph.D. (right)
Anthony J. Parisi, Ph.D., associate
professor and head of continuing
medical education, and Roger M.
Siervogel, Ph.D., Fels professor of
pediatrics, presented ''Ten Days to
Computer Literacy-A Program That
Works" at the Information Technology
in the Health Sciences conference,
Memphis, Tennessee, May 1987; and
"Computer Applications in Medicine at
Wright State University School of
Medicine" at Appleworld, Los Angeles,
California, March 1987.

Psychiatry
Arnold Allen, M.D., professor emeritus,
will serve as the American Psychiatric
Association Assembly's liaison to the
Committee on Medical Student
Education, 1988.

James Apesos, M.D. (left), and Allan
Perry, Jr., MD.

Surgery
James Apesos, M.D., associate clinical
professor, presented "Fingertip
Reconstruction" at the Ohio State
Medical Association's annual scientific
symposium entitled "Clinical Update,"
Columbus, Ohio, September 19, 1987.
He also served as course director in the
"New Concepts in Plastic Surgery"
section at the same meeting Ravi
Devara, M.D., former resident,
presented "Suction Lipectomy
Techniques"; Gloria J. Thomas, M.D.,
junior resident instructor, presented
"Facial Reconstruction Following Moh's
Chemotherapy"; Sherif M. Khattab,
M.D., junior resident instructor,
presented "Chest Reconstruction
Following Sternal Dehiscence"; Allan
W. Perry, Jr., M.D., junior resident

Alan D. Shafer, M. D.
Alan D. Shafer, M.D., professor and
surgeon-in chief at The Children's
Medical Center, was elected to
overseas membership of The British
Association of Paediatric Surgeons,
July 1987.
Joachim H. Wittoesch, M.D.,
associate clinical professor, was
inducted as a member of the Bavarian
Society of Surgeons, Bad Reichewhall,
Bavaria, Federal Republic of Germany,
July 16, 1987.

11

Learn about HPV, Guard
against Cervical Cancer

AIDS Program Scheduled
Wednesday, January 20
"AIDS: Progress and Problems," a one-day continuing medical education
program for physicians, dentists, and other health professionals, will be
held Wednesday, January 20, 1988, at the Dayton Marriott Hotel, 1414
South Patterson Boulevard, Dayton. Registration begins at 8 am.
The program is intended to provide physicians and dentists with the most
recent information about AIDS (acquired immune deficiency syndrome),
including epidemiology, diagnosis, infection control complications, ethical
issues, psychological aspects, and counseling techniques.
Topics and presenters on the program include:
• "An Overview of the AIDS Epidemic," by Michael Parra, M.D., assistant
professor of medicine at The Ohio State University College of Medicine;
• "Dealing with the Results of AIDS Tests," by Timothy Beddow, M.D.,
associate medical director of the Dayton Community Blood Center;
• "Counseling the AIDS Patient and Family," by Jeffrey D. Hamilton,
M.Div., chaplain and critical care counselor for Miami Valley Hospital;
• "Legal Aspects of AIDS," by Rhonda Rivera, J.D., professor of law at
The Ohio state University;
• "Ethical Concerns in Dealing with AIDS Patients," by Lawrence Ulrich,
Ph.D., professor and chair of philosophy at the University of Dayton; and

William A. Nahhas, M.D. (left), demonstrates a laser
used to remove genital warts to Geannie Bennett, M.D.,
a resident physician in Wright State's obstetrics and
gynecology residency training program.
In an age when "safe sex" to prevent
the spread of AIDS (acquired immune
deficiency syndrome) is promoted
everywhere from the evening news to
popular magazines, attention has
shifted away from other sexually
transmitted diseases. But there are
other risks resulting from the sexual
revolution. A virus call HPV-human
papilloma virus-has been in existence
for centuries and poses a serious threat
to the health of sexually active men and
women. Fortunately, the now highly
publicized methods that constitute "safe
sex" may help decrease the risk of .. .
contracting this virus, which may
ultimately lead to cervical cancer in
some women.
William A. Nahhas, M.D., professor of
obstetrics and gynecology at Wright
State University School of Medicine,
points out that HPV, which is
transmitted by both men and women,
can be quite serious . "Statistics indicate
that the vast majority of abnormal Pap
smears are due to HPV. The virus is
strongly associated with later
development of cervical cancer in
women and possibly cancer of the
penis in men. It is carried on and
passed through the lower genital tract,"
says Dr. Nahhas.
The virus is related to the same virus
that causes common skin warts. "But
just having a wart on a finger does not
mean someone has genital HPV, nor
do those types of warts spread the
genital variety of the virus. Unless a
person has reduced immunity or is in
poor health from another serious
condition, HPV is usually contracted
through sexual contact," explains
Dr. Nahhas.
When the virus affects a woman, it
will alter cells in her cervix. These cells
go through various "spurts" of
maturation thoughout a woman's life,
and the altered cells can later become
cancerous. "Women who are sexually
active before the age of 19 or 20 are at
a high risk, since a strong growth spurt

12

takes place in the cells before that time.
Exposure during early years of sexual
development may mean disease later.
Having multiple partners also increases
risk, because there is more likelihood of
exposure," says Dr. Nahhas.
Treatment for the virus consists of
destroying genital warts that the virus
causes. This is done through chemical
or physical methods, such as use of
lasers. There is no medicine available
that can be taken by mouth or injection
to combat HPV. Both partners must
undergo examination and treatment, or
the virus can easily recur.
The warts caused by HPV may or
may not be visible. Dr. Nahhas finds
that this is one of the difficulties in
dealing with the virus. "It can go
undetected for quite some time. For
women, the best method of detection is
the Pap smear, conducted annually. I
also encourage basic hygiene and
examination of the genital area. If warts
are visible, sexual contact should be
avoided and that person should contact
his or her physician. "
Concerning prevention of the spread
of HPV, Dr. Nahhas believes that " safe
sex," as currently outlined by
physicians, should be practiced. "We
advocate use of condoms for males,
and avoidance of anal and oral sexual
practices. This cuts down on the risks
for both AIDS and HPV."
Medical experts are not certain
whether there has been an actual
" epidemic" of HPV. "With the
combination of sexual freedom in our
culture, more awareness of HPV by the
medical community, and increasingly
sophisticated means of detection, it is
almost impossible to say if the virus is
becoming more common or we are just
finding it more. In the past five years,
we have noted an increase in its
frequency. Whatever the case, sexually
active persons should be aware of this
risk and take suitable precautions,"
he advises.

n

• "Prevention of AIDS in Health Care Workers and Others," by Morton
Nelson, M.D., M.P.H., clinical professor of community medicine at
Wright State and commissioner of the Combined Health District of
Montgomery County.
In addition, afternoon workshops are scheduled on "AIDS in Dentistry,"
conducted by Gary Ensor, D.D.S., assistant clinical professor of family
practice at Wright State and director of education for the Department of
Oral and Dental Surgery at Miami Valley Hospital; "Infection Control for
AIDS W-orkers," conducted by Teresa Accuntins, R.N., Miami Valley
Hospital; and "Alo&iftQildren," OOl'tducted by Sherman J. Alter, M.D.,
assistant professor of pediatrlCS at Wright-state and director of medical
education at The Children's Medical Center.
"AIDS: Progress and Problems" is sponsored by- Department of
Family Practice, the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, the Region
II Cancer Resource Center, and the Area Health Education Center (AHEC)
at Wright State School. of Medicine.
The program is certified for six hours of continuing medical education
(C.M.E.) according to both American Academy of Family Physicians and
American Medical Association guidelines.
Preregistration deadline ls January 6, 1987. For a ~istration form or
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